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Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Good afternoon and welcome to the Japan Self-Defense
Forces Anniversary Reception. Today, we have the pleasure of
having with us the Warsaw Military Orchestra. Thank you very
much for your brilliant performance.

For the last sixty years, the Japan Self-Defense Forces
(JSDF) has served its nation to defend the homeland, its people and
territory. At the same time, responding to the changing global
environment, JSDF has made notable contributions to the
international peace and stability in such fields as UN peace-
keeping, counter-terrorism, anti-piracy and disaster relief. For
such contributions, more than 50,000 members of the JSDF have
been deployed in Cambodia, the Golan Heights, Haiti, South
Sudan, and the Indian Ocean. Japan is proud of these
contributions by the JSDF working shoulder to shoulder with its
allies and friends.

We are also proud of the great strides that Poland and
Japan have made for the closer bilateral defense cooperation.
Prime Minister Abe’s visit to Poland and Defense Minister
Siemoniak’s visit to Japan last year strengthened the defense and
security ties between our two countries. We witnessed the first port
call of the Maritime Self-Defense Force training squadron to
Gdynia last August. Soon we will be holding a bilateral defense
talks in Tokyo.

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of democracy in
Poland, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe sent a message of
congratulation, in which he stresses that Poland plays an
important role in the international community after it regained
fundamental values, such as democracy, freedom, human rights
and rule of law through the “solidarnosc” movement.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

These fundamental values have been the driving force
for Japan when it has followed the path of a peace-loving nation
over the last 69 years. Japan has carried out to date more than
$300 billion dollars of ODA in total to 190 countries and regions.
Japan is the second largest contributor to the United Nation’s
PKO budget.

As GT7 leaders agreed in Brussels last week, we oppose
any unilateral attempt by any party to assert its territorial
claims through the use of intimidation, coercion or force. This is
the global principle that should prevail in Europe, Asia, and
elsewhere in the world. We do not accept any violation of
sovereignty and territorial integrity, nor do we accept “changes to
the status quo by force or coercion”. Working closely with allies
and friends in the spirit of solidarity, Japan commits itself ever
more strongly and proactively to fostering global peace and
prosperity.

Before I conclude my remarks, there is a piece of
information. Col. Toshiaki Mori, our Defense Attaché, will be
completing his mission and leaving Poland at the end of this
month. I would like to take this opportunity to invite him to say
a few words.

Thank you very much.



